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I. DESCRIPTION

The philosophy of religion is the philosophical examination of central themes, concepts, and practices of religion. Topics include the concept of God or ultimate reality, the relationship between faith and reason, the problem of evil, the existence of God and the afterlife, religious language and experience, ritual, and others. The course surveys major arguments for and against religious beliefs and examines their underlying assumptions, justification criteria, and plausibility. The course takes into account religious diversity and contemporary developments in the philosophy of science.

II. OUTCOMES

A. Course Outcomes

Upon the completion of the course, students will be able to:

1.      Articulate major arguments from the history of philosophy and contemporary philosophy for and against religious beliefs and positions.
2.      Demonstrate critical thinking skills by articulating assumptions, justifications, and various positions and arguments regarding religious beliefs.
3.      Assess the plausibility of arguments and positions regarding religious beliefs.
4.      Apply critical thinking skills to examine personal religious beliefs and practices and articulate a critical assessment of their religious beliefs.

	Outcomes
	Needs improvement
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	Assignments used for assessment

	1. Articulate major arguments from the history of philosophy and contemporary philosophy for and against religious beliefs and positions.

	Students can partially articulate arguments for and against religious beliefs and positions. Unable to articulate perspectives other than one’s own beliefs.
	Students can articulate some arguments for and against religious beliefs.
Indicate some understanding about historical and contemporary sources. 
	Students can articulate major arguments for and against religious beliefs. Demonstrate reasonable comprehension of historical and contemporary sources. 
	Students are able to articulate all major arguments for and against the existence of God and the afterlife, the natures of God/divine, and other beliefs. Demonstrate comprehensive comprehension and knowledge about historical and contemporary sources.
	Writing assignments; discussions.

	2. Demonstrate critical thinking skills by articulating assumptions, justifications, and various positions and arguments regarding religious beliefs.

	Students indicate a comprehension of some arguments without critical awareness of assumptions, criteria of justification, and implications of arguments. Comprehension remains speculative and uncritical.
	Students show awareness of assumptions, criteria of justification, and implications of arguments. Demonstrate some critical thinking skills.
	Students demonstrate general understanding about assumptions, criterial of justification, and implications of arguments. Demonstrate good critical thinking skills. 
	Students demonstrate critical thinking skills by clearly articulating assumptions, criteria of justification, and the implications of each argument for and against religious beliefs and positions. Students demonstrate critical thinking skills by discerning various components of arguments. 
	Writing assignments; discussions.

	3. Assess the plausibility of arguments and positions regarding religious beliefs.

	Students hold certain position for various arguments, yet unable to explain why. 
	Students are able to assess the plausibility of each argument with some reason. Student’s reasoning is fair.
	Students are able to assess the plausibility of each argument on reasonable grounds. Student’s reasoning is adequate.
	Students are able to assess the plausibility of each argument with adequate reason and criteria of assessment. Student’s reasoning is compelling and persuasive. 
	Writing assignments; discussions.

	4. Apply critical thinking skills to examine personal religious beliefs and practices and articulate a critical assessment of their religious beliefs.

	Students describe their religious beliefs and practices without critical examination.
	Students articulate their personal beliefs and practices with some signs of critical self-examination.
	Students articulate their personal beliefs and practices in reference to historical and contemporary philosophy/theology. Students demonstrate good critical analysis on their beliefs and practices. 
	Students articulate their personal beliefs and practices in reference to historical and contemporary philosophy/theology. Critical analysis is extensive, thorough, and well referenced to such sources.
	Writing Assignment #4. Final Presentation



III. REQUIREMENTS

This course is offered as a Flipped Class Form. Students watch pre-recorded lectures before the class meeting. Class meeting is dedicated for discussions only. To maximize your learning experiences, you need to fulfill the following requirements.

1.	Readings and Videos 

Read assigned readings and watch videos.

2.	Lecture Videos

Watch lecture-video of the week before class discussions on zoom. Lecture-videos are stored on Vimeo and accessible via the links in Populi.

3.  	Zoom Meeting for Discussion: Tue. 3:30 pm – 4:50 pm.  https://zoom.us/j/93613661204

Zoom class meetings are for discussions only. Discussion topics are listed on a weekly schedule in the syllabus. Sudents are required to watch lecture-videos and finish assigned readings before the zoom discussion. 

If you missed any zoom meeting, you need to watch the zoom recording (accessible in Populi) and write one page reflection on the recorded discussion and email it to the instruction in a timely manner.

4.	Writing Assignments

Four writing assignments are given. Late submission will be penalized. Students should upload writing assignments to Assignment section of course. See Wiring Assignment Guideline for each assigned topics at the last part of the syllabus.

5. 	Final Presentation

You have a choice of: A) Slide (PPT) Presentation or B) Digital Story

Presentation topics must be approaved by the instructor. You can choose either A. Slide Presentation or B. Digital Story. 

Choice A. Slide Presentation

Give a slide presentation on the most striking ideas/perspectives you learned in the course. Add your researches and explain your thoughts on the subject. 

Prepare a slide presentation for 5~7 minutes, followed by discussions. 

Choice B. Digital Story
You can create a digital story (5~7 minutes). It is a multimedia presentation with images, narratives, and background music. You can use a fee tool such as Adobe Spark or iMovie.

What is Digital Storytelling? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JIix-yVzheM
How to Use Adobe Spark to Create a Video
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6gWqMaHYwY
If you are a Mac user, then see Create a new iMovie project https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT210410

The 7 Elements of Digital Storytelling explains the components of digital story.
https://digitalstorytelling.coe.uh.edu/page.cfm?id=27&cid=27&sublinkid=31
	6. 	Term Paper (Optional)

A term paper is optional (not required). If you choose to write it, it should be 700~900 words, double-spaced. Due Dec. 20, 2022. The topic must be approved by the instructor. 

IV. GRADING

A letter grade will be assigned based on:

1. Regular class attendance and active participation	30 %
2. Writing Assignments #1~#4				60 % (15 % each) 	
3. Final Presentation					10 %

A term paper is optional (not required). Students can take one of the questions discussed in the course or propose a different topic. The topic must be approved by the instructor. The paper must be 10~12 double spaced pages. Due: Tue. Dec. 20 midnight.

Grades are recorded by letter, and are understood as follows: 

A Excellent 
B Good 
C Acceptable 
D Acceptable, but below expectations 
F Failure 

Incompletes are given only when there are compelling medical or personal reasons.

Academic Integrity

It is the college policy that “Each student’s work shall be the product of his or her own effort. Plagiarism and other acts of academic dishonesty are serious violations of academic integrity. The penalty for a violation of this nature is suspension or dismissal.”

Students will receive an “F” grade for plagiarism or academic dishonesty. What constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it will be explained at the first class meeting. Paraphrasing, citation, quotation, and other writing methods of writing will be introduced. Incidents of plagiarism or other dishonesty will be reported to the Academic Dean for disciplinary action according to college policy.

V. TEXTS

Required texts: 

Hick, John. Philosophy of Religion. New Delhi: Prentice-Hall of India, 2006. ISBN-13: 978-0136626282 New $34.95 Used $5.87 (Amazon)

Meister, Chad V. Introducing Philosophy of Religion. London: Routledge, 2009. ISBN-13: 9780415403276. New $33. Used $20 (Barns & Noble)

VI. LECTURES

Students must watch pre-recorded lectures, read all required sections/chapters of the text and handouts before zoom class meetings. Class meetings are for discussions only. The schedule is subject to change.


	Date for All Zoom Meeting for Discussion. 3:30 pm – 4:50 pm
 https://zoom.us/j/93613661204
We use this link for all zoom class meetings.
	Contents
Pre-recorded Lectures (Italics). 
Students should watch them before the zoom meetings.
	Readings
	Due

	1. 8/30
3:30 pm – 4:50 pm
 https://zoom.us/j/93613661204
	No pre-recorded lecture. At the first zoom meeting, the instructor will explain: course outline; learning outcomes; assignments; expectations; policies, and other mechanics of the course.

	
	

	2. 9/06
	1. Reality
Reality: Social, Philosophical, and Scientific 
· Social landscape of religion
· Logical Positivism
· Realism and non-realism in religion
· Wittgenstein
	Meister, Ch. 1. Religion and the philosophy of religion 

The Vienna Circle and Logical Positivism 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8e1gdGluXI8

	

	1. Do you consider yourself to be a religious realist or non-realist? What do you deem to be plausible reasons for affirming one or the other?
2. Do you believe that religion can and should be subject to rational or scientific investigation? Why or why not?
4. How might the positions of realism and non-realism affect the way one thinks about the following issues: human rights, religious tolerance, global responsibility? Or they do not affect? Why? How?
5. Mohandas Gandhi stated that “A religion that takes no account of practical affairs and does not help to solve them is no religion.” Do you agree or disagree? Why?

	3. 9/13
	2. Religious Diversity
Philosophical approaches to religious diversity
· Religious inclusivism and exclusivism
· Criteria for evaluating religious systems
	Meister, Ch. 2. Religious diversity and Pluralism
Hick, Ch. 9. The Conflicting Claims of Different Religions
	

	1. Is it reasonable to believe that one’s own religion is true in its core beliefs and other religious
are false in their core beliefs while also being tolerant of those religions? Why or why not?
2. How would you describe Professor Hick’s pluralistic view? Is it plausible? Why?
3. Do you think it is possible to compare rival religious systems in such a way that one can
objectively assess their plausibility? 
4. The Dalai Lama has said the following: “It is unhelpful to try to argue on the basis of philosophy or metaphysics that one religion is better than another. The important thing is surely its effectiveness in individual cases.”  How do you understand his point? What is your response?
5. Can one hold to exclusivism or inclusivism and also be religiously tolerant? What would tolerance mean in these cases?


	4. 9/20
	3. Concept of God
Traditional concepts of God or Ultimate Reality

	Meister, Ch. 3. Conceptions of Ultimate Reality
	Writing Assignment #1

	1. Explain your view on the concept of the Ultimate Reality as a Trans-conceptual Being in reference to Hinduism or Zen Buddhism or mysticism.
2. Explain a basic view of Open Theism. Is it plausible or not? Why? Explain your view.
3. How do you reconcile God’s goodness/love/omnipotence and the reality of evil? Explain your perspective.


	5. 9/27
	4. Cosmo. & Teleo. Agmt
Cosmological Arguments for God’s Existence
Teleological arguments for God’s existence
· Paley’s argument
· An intelligent design argument
	Meister, Ch. 4. Cosmological Arguments
Meister, Ch. 5. Teleological Arguments for God’s Existence

	

	1. Do you find cosmological arguments persuasive? Why and how?
2. Do you find teleological arguments persuasive? Why and how?

	6. 10/4
	5. Ontological Agmt
Ontological arguments for God’s existence.
· Anselm’s argument
· Kant’s objection
Arguments against the existence of God
· Sociological Approach
· Freudian theory

	Meister, Ch. 6. Ontological arguments for God’s existence 
Hick, Ch. 3. Arguments against the existence of God
	

	1. Explain the ontological proof of the existence of God. Is this a persuasive argument? What is your view?
2. What do you think about Gaunilo’s objection?
3. What do you think about Kant’s approach to the existence of God?


	7. 10/11
	6. Evil
Problem of evil

	Meister, Ch. 7.  Problems of evil

	Writing Assignments #2.

	1. What are your key questions about evil in your faith?
2. What is your view on Augustine’s perspective?
3. What is your view on Hick’s perspective?
4. What is your view on Process Theodicy?


	8. 10/18
	7. Faith and reason I
· Science and Religion
· Revelation
· Fideism

	Meister, Ch. 8. Science, faith, and reason
Hick, Ch. 5. Revelation and faith
	

	1. Which of the three views of the relationship between religion and science do you find most convincing? Why? How? Conflict, Independence or integration?
2. Evolution and creationism are often considered to be diametrically opposed beliefs. Do you think they are reconcilable? How?
3. What is evidentialism? Explain why you agree or disagree with Clifford’s evidentialist account.
4. What is your perspective on William James’ pragmatic argument?
5. What is your perspective on Pascal’s Wager argument?


	9. 10/25
	8. Faith and Reason II
· What is “proof”?
· Linguistic approach to religion
	Hick, Ch. 6. Evidentialism, Foundationalism, and Rational Belief
Hick, Ch. 7. Problems of religious language

	

	1. Suppose a person claimed to have received a revelation from God and presented some teachings as the truth. 
What is the basis for accepting his/her claim? How do you know what s/he said is true? The claim may be a delusion or a made-up story.
2. Is religious language cognitive or non-cognitive? 
A. If cognitive, how can we determine the truth/falsity of claims of religious beliefs?
B. If non-cognitive, what is the nature of religious language? 
Ex. A pragmatic utility such as social, emotionally uplifting feelings, community building? What is your view?
If pragmatic utility, can you genuinely believe in God based on practical utility?


	10. 11/1
	9. Philosophy of Science
· Logical positivism
· Popper
· Kuhn

	Hick, Ch. 8. The problem of verification
	

	1. What is your response to Logical Positivism? 
2. What is your response to Popper?
Are religious teachings primarily guarded by authority (church) by rejecting rational critique (fideism) .
· Does religious teaching make “progress”?
· Is absolute, infallible knowledge possible?
· What does “integration” of religion and science mean?


	11. 11/8
	10. Religious experience
· Religious experiences as justification for religious beliefs
· Challenges to the arguments
	Meister, Ch. 9. Religious experience
	Writing Assignment #3

	1. How might a person having religious experiences differentiate between real experiences of God or the Absolute on one hand, and delusion or hallucination on the other? 
2. Can “experience” tell you which beliefs are true or false? How? Illustrate with an example.


	12. 11/15
	11. Self and Afterlife
	Meister, Ch. 10. The Self, death and the afterlife
Dr. Raymond Moody on the Cycle of Reincarnation & Past Life Memories
(195) Dr. Raymond Moody on the Cycle of Reincarnation & Past Life Memories – YouTube
Neuroscientist Sees Proof of Heaven
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfaDOmT82gk

	

	1. What view of the self do you find most persuasive? Why? 
2. What ideas/experiences support the belief of reincarnation? What are the difficulties for the belief of reincarnation?
3. Where do you find the same/similar concept of Karma in Christianity or other religion than Hinduism/Buddhism?
4. What is you take on the near-death experience?
5. What is your view of the Afterlife? 


	11/22
	No class
	
	

	13. 11/29
	12. Truth
Theories of truth

	Handouts 
“How do you know what you believe is true”
	Writing Assignment #4



	1. Court Case. Suppose you are a juror. How do we make a judgment of the truthfulness of claims? How are you applying the criteria we discussed in the presentation?
2. Mr. Guru claimed, “God revealed the ultimate truth to me this morning.” How do you judge the truthfulness of his claim?
3. Can we determine the reality of physical material once and for all? Why and how?

	14. 12/06
	13. Paradoxes of Belief Systems 
	Handouts
“Paradoxes of Belief Systems”
	

	What is your thought on the paradoxes and pluralistic approach presented?

	15. 12/13
	Student Presentations

	
	Student Presentations

	12/20
	Optional term paper due.
	
	



VIII. Bibliography

Resources for Writing:

	A.	Concept Mapping Software

There are many mind-mapping, concept-mapping programs that are useful for brainstorming ideas. For example:

MindMaple
http://www.mindmaple.com/
	
	B.	Writing Philosophy Essays

A Brief Guide to Writing the Philosophy Paper (Harvard College Writing Center)
http://philosophy.fas.harvard.edu/files/phildept/files/brief_guide_to_writing_philosophy_paper.pdf


Books:

Barbour, Ian G., and Ian G. Barbour. Religion and Science: Historical and Contemporary Issues. Cambridge: International Society for Science and Religion, 2007.

Bell, Catherine M. Ritual Perspectives and Dimensions. New York: Oxford University Press, 2009.

Cahn, Steven M. Exploring Philosophy of Religion: An Introductory Anthology. New York: Oxford University Press, 2009.

Caputo, John D. The Religious. Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2007.

Dawkins, Richard. The God Delusion. 2016.

Dixon, Thomas. Science and Religion: a Very Short Introduction. International Society for Science and Religion, 2009.

Eliade, Mircea. Images and Symbols: Studies in Religious Symbols. Princeton, NJ: Princeton Univ. Press, 1991.

Gennep, Arnold van. The Rites of Passage. London: Routledge, 2010.

Godfrey-Smith, Peter. Theory and Reality: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Science. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 2008.

Ham, Ken, Ross, Hugh, Haarsma, Deborah, Meyer, Stephen C., and Stump, James. Four Views on Creation, Evolution, and Intelligent Design. Zondervan, 2017.

Hick, John. Philosophy of Religion. New Delhi: Prentice-Hall of India, 2006.

Hick, John. God Has Many Names. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1982.

Kuhn, Thomas S. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. University of Chicago Press, 1970.

McKean, Dave, and Richard Dawkins. The Magic of Reality. London: Black Swan, 2012.

Meister, Chad V. Introducing Philosophy of Religion. London: Routledge, 2009.

Moody, Raymond A. Life After Life: The Investigation of a Phenomenon--Survival of Bodily Death. New York: HarperOne, 2001.

Okasha, Samir. Philosophy of Science: Very Short Introduction. Place of publication not identified: Oxford Univ Press, 2016.

Otto, Rudolf, and John W. Harvey. The Idea of the Holy: An Inquiry into the Non-Rational Factor in the Idea of the Divine and Its Relation to the Rational. United States: Hardpress Publishing, 2005.

Pals, Daniel L. Nine theories of religion. New York : Oxford University Press, 2015.

Rea, Michael C., and Louis P. Pojman. Philosophy of Religion: An Anthology. Stamford, CT : Cengage Learning,  2015.

Stump, Eleanore, and Michael J. Murray. Philosophy of Religion: Big Questions. Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1998.

Taliaferro, Charles, and Paul J. Griffiths. Philosophy of Religion: An Anthology. Oxford: Blackwell, 2003.

DVD:

Gandhi, Vikram, Bryan Carmel, Brendan Colthurst, Alex Kliment, Hisham Akira Bharoocha, and Sanjay Khanna. Kūmāré. 2013. DVD is available at UTS library. Available at Amazon Prime video.


A Guideline for Writing Assignments

Each assignment is 600~800 words. 

Writing Assignment # 1 

What is your position concerning religious inclusivism and exclusivism? Explicate your position and explain why you hold it and critically assess your position (describe the strength and the weakness of your arguments).

Writing Assignment # 2 

Critically evaluate the plausibility of each of three arguments (cosmological, ontological, and teleological) for the existence of God. In your evaluation, explicate your position, explain why you hold it, and assess your argument (describe the strength and the weakness of your arguments). 


Writing Assignment # 3 

What is your perspective on the relationship between religion and science? Articulate your position, explain its reason, and critically assess your arguments (describe the strength and the weakness of your arguments). 

Writing Assignment # 4 

Critically assess your faith or religious belief in reference to issues we discussed in the course. You can focus on specific issue or aspect of religious belief or practices. You can also articulate problems and questions you found in your reflection. 
You can consider applying four criteria of truth in your analysis.

This essay is the basis of your presentation.

A Guideline for Final Presentation
	
You can choose one of the two forms of presentation:

A digital story. Students can create a short video (digital story; 7~8 minutes). 

Or

Slide Presentation. Give a slide presentation (7~8 minutes) based on the Writing Assignment #4, followed by discussions. Students must use a presentation program such as PowerPoint. 
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