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Ecumenism and Interfaith
MIN 5106

Spring Term 2013
Professor: Dr. Jacob David
Phone: (732) 274-1428
Email: revjdavid@yahoo.com
Course Description
The course is designed to explore the field of ecumenism and its contemporary
expression. Students will investigate the issues which are most central to today’s
ecumenical dialogue world-wide in order to understand what role they might play
in ecumenical work locally and internationally in the future. Through a study of
current ecumenical documents, statements of contemporary faith and order
commissions and an assessment of developing trends in theology and ministry,
students will not only develop insight into intra-Christian relationships, but also
develop the initial skills which to dialogue theologically and practically with
diverse Christian denominational leaders and ministries.
This course has been further designed to deal with interfaith studies and
dialogue. The students will explore the different definitions and understanding
of the terms ‘Interfaith’, ‘Multifaith’ etc. There is scope in this field of study
toward a clear understanding of inter-religious dialog.
Course Objectives
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Students will gain an historical understanding of the development of the
ecumenical movement and Christian unity.
Students will develop the skills to dialogue ecumenically with Christian
leaders and ministers on a practical level.
Students will be able to articulate key points of their theology in an
ecumenically appropriate manner.
Students will be able to create a vision for the future of ecumenism and
Christian unity in God’s kingdom.
Students will gain understanding of the terms, ‘interfaith”, ‘multi-faith’
etc.
Students will organize two seminars: 1. Issues related to doctrinal
differences in our churches. 2. How to conduct interfaith dialogs.

Student outcomes
At the conclusion of the course students:
• Will have an understanding and a broad overview of the history, theology, and
challenges of the modern ecumenical movement
• Will have experienced the life and worship of a Christian tradition other than
their own or of another religion
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• Will have a broad understanding of the major traditions within the Christian
world
• Will have an deeper understanding of the legacy of the Reformation, the
changing
context for mission in a global and ecumenical church, the shared values for
social
witness emerging in the ecumenical movement, and theological options for
engaging with
other faith traditions
• Will have developed more fully their own ecclesiological identity within an
ecumenical ethos
Required Readings
Cros, Jeffrey, McManus Eamon, Riggs, Ann. Introduction to Ecumenism. New
York: Paulist Press 1998 ISBN 0-8091-3794-1 $18.91
Raiser, Konrad. Ecumenism in Transition: A Paradigm Shift in the Ecumenical
Movement. Geneva: WCC Publications, 1991 ISBN-10: 2825409960 $4:98
Gideon and Goosen. “Bringing Churches together” An introduction to
Ecumenism. Newtown, Australia: E.J.Dwyer. 1993 ISBN 978-2825413488
$65.00
Selected Ecumenical Statements and documents.
Copeland, Luther E. A New Meeting of Religions : Interreligious Relationships
and theological questioning. Baylor University Press. 1999
ISBN 978-0918954718 $39.95
Leonard Swidler. Toward a Universal Theology of Religion (Faith Meets Faith
Series) ISBN 978-0918954718 $65.00
David R. Smock. Interfaith Dialogue and Peacebuilding United States Institute
of Peace Press: 2002 ISBN 978-1929223350 $10.17
Huston Smith. The World's Religions: Our Great Wisdom Traditions Harper
Collins Publishers. 1991 ISBN 978-006 1660184 $10.22
Recommended Readings
Journal of Ecumenical Studies
Ecumenical Review
Rouse, Ruth & Neill, Stephen Charles, eds. A History of the Ecumenical
Movement- 1517-1948, (Vol I) 3rd E. Geneva: WCC Publications, 1986
Fey, Herold E., Ed. A History of the Ecumenical Movement -1948-1968 (Vol II) 2
Ed.
Geneva: WCC Publications, 1986
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Methods of Evaluation
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Active participation & attendance/ class assignments (10%)
One critical/reflective essay (15%)
Two papers (4-5 pages) one on outlining and assessing two key issues in
the Ecumenical dialog and the other on two issues in Inter-faith dialog.
(25%)
Organization and participation in an ecumenical dialogue with Christian
Ministers. (10%)
Book reviews and Presentations in the class. (10%)
Organization and participation in an Inter-faith dialog. (10%)
Term Paper (10-12 pages) on a topic decided by student in consultation
with the professor. (20%)

Essays
The First essay should be 3-4 pages in length. You have a choice of two topics for
the essay. One topic can be : “Do we need Ecumenism in the 21st Century?” Your
second topic choice is: “What shape should Ecumenism take in the 21st Century.
While this is an essay, please provide evidence that you have not only thought
about this topic but have done reading in ecumenism to give depth and
background to your reflection.
The Second essay will deal with two critical issues that have been detrimental in
inter-religious dialogs.
Paper
Please select and review an attempt at Christian Unity or bilateral ecumenical
dialogue that has taken place between at least 2 denominations. Select two key
issues that were discussed. Present your point of view on these issues critically
and theologically.
Ecumenical Dialogue
The class will organize an ecumenical meeting in which regional or local pastors
are invited. Students will develop the topic for the meeting, contact and invited
pastors and participate in the meeting.
The class will also organize and inter-religious dialog on two theological and
doctrinal issues. Invitations will be extended to other faculty members and
leaders from different religious faiths.
Academic Integrity
Plagiarism is a form of dishonesty that occurs when a student passes off
someone else's work as their own. This can range from failing to cite an
author for ideas incorporated into a student's paper, to cutting and
pasting paragraphs from different websites, to handing in a paper
downloaded from the Internet. This includes buying or submitting a paper
written by a third party. All are considered forms of “plagiarism” and a
violation of the Seminary’s academic integrity policy. Instances of
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plagiarism may be reported to the Vice President of Academic Affairs for
disciplinary action. Possible disciplinary actions include probation,
suspension or withdrawal.
The first instance of plagiarism in this course, the student must repeat the
assignment. If the student plagiarizes again, the student will receive an “F”
for the course.

Class Schedule:
Week 1
Week 2.
Week 3
Week 4
Week 5
Week 6
Week 7
Week 8
Week 9
Week 10
Week 11
Week 12
Week 13
Week 14
Week 15

Introduction to the Course of Ecumenism - Gros : Chapters
1,2
History of the Ecumenical Movement Gros: Chapters 3,4
Goosen: Chapter 2.
History of the Ecumenical Movement. Raiser Chapters 1,2.
Contemporary Ecumenical Movement
Workings and History of the WCC and National Councils.
World Assemblies and Faith and Order Commissions.
Understanding the Issues of today’s Ecumenical Movement.
Understanding the Issues of today’s Ecumenical Movement.
What is the future of Ecumenism?
Ecumenical Meeting.
Definition of terms – Interfaith, multi-faith etc.
Book review of “A New Meeting of the Religions” Copeland
How to conduct Interfaith dialog
A Comparative Religious discussions on the major
theological issues.
Preparation for Inter-religious dialog.
Inter-religious dialog.

